
Memory is doomed to fail. Humans will forget or distort their 
memory. However poems stand both eternal and truthful. For 
Rukeyser, poems are born of emotion, they tell the emotional 
journey of events. As Rukeyser states in her book Life of 
Poetry “the universe of poetry is the universe of truth” (23). 
Poems were made to evoke emotion, therefore they tell a 
different truth than history. History sacrifices emotions to what 
is seen as fact by the writers of history, whereas poems tell an 
emotional history of war, recounting the emotions of those 
who have experienced war to those who have not. The 
emotional ability of poems allows for new generations to 
understand the emotional trauma of war, creating peaceful 
efficacy as poems persist through the generations. It is these 
emotions that people will remember, beyond the factuality of 
history. They can empathize with the victims of war poems, 
and be reminded about the true emotional horror of war, and 
therefore be compelled to craft peace. Moreover, Muriel 
Rukeyser makes a call to poetic duty when she writes, “we 
shall define that peace, we will live to fight its birth, to build 
these meanings, to sing these songs” (Life of Poetry 214). For 
Rukeyser, poems are the harbingers of peace, their songs shall 
stand the test of time and continue to remind future 
generations of the inhumanity of war. The poet’s mission is to 
never let people forget. The poet’s memory may fade in time, 
but their writing will never lose their words, meaning, and 
emotion.

Key:
Pink- War and fire

Green- Images of death

Blue- Cold, dark sea

Purple- Stars and legends


